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God
is calling

President’s Report

 

As I travel from state 
to state, it has become 
very clear to me that 
the Chapters that pray 
together stay together. 
These Chapters are also 
the stronger ones.

Over the last year or so, it has become 
a strong conviction of mine and the 
FGB Board, to call all Chapters around 
our nation to weekly prayer meetings 
outside the home. This is not some 
new radical move, it is something that 
Chapters that are growing, have done, 
and continue to do.

The benefits for having an outside 
prayer meeting (out of the church, 
out of the home) are enormous. They 
offer opportunities for others, from all 
walks of life, to link in to what we are 
doing without being judged on how 
they live their lives, or what position 
they hold in the community. The 
service we provide in fellowship and 
communication is unique. 

I have been encouraged by the 
response of many leaders who believe 
we are taking the right cause of action 
for the betterment of the Fellowship.

I know praying in a group can be 
intimidating for some people, if they 
haven’t done it much. You would be 
surprised at how many people are not 
used to praying out loud with other 
people around them listening in. This 
is an important skill for all FGB men 
to develop, because, “Again I say to 
you that if two of you agree on earth 
concerning anything that they ask, it 
will be done for them by My Father in 
heaven.” Matthew 18:19,20

I have been encouraged 
by the response of many 
leaders who believe we 
are taking the right cause 
of action for the betterment 
of the Fellowship.

Group prayer meetings have dropped 
off dramatically in our churches, 
so people have not had much 
experiences in this type of praying. It 
is very vibrant and exiting when men 
get together and begin to pray for one 
another and for their individual needs. 
Men need this contact with each other. 

BILL SGRO
National President

our men back to himself, 
through the power of prayer 
and communication with each 
other, on a weekly basis.

In my early life my mates at the pub 
used to fill that need in a relatively 
shallow way, half serious half joking 
way, we would discuss all manner of 
things. We men have to get things off 
our chest, and we would talk to our 
drinking buddies about anything. It 
is amazing how much stuff we dealt 
with. 

But when we become Christians, 
and decide not to hang out at pubs 
anymore, we can lose something in 
the way we express our feelings and 
frustrations.

To me, this outside prayer meeting 
is where we men can share our 
thoughts, frustrations and pain. It is a 
place where we can be at peace and 
not fear being misunderstood.

I think most men that are reading this 
will know what I mean. 

God bless you!
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“Now the foundation 
has been built on 
the rock, we will see 
greater impact on the 
community.”

JIM BROWN
NSW/ACT
State Director

Here is a brief snapshot of 
Chapter activities within 
NSW/ACT. Please email your 
details if you would like a 
copy of the full reports which 
will be included in our Dec 08 
quarterly e-news. 

Mid North Coast Region is 
alive and well in Port Stephens 
with regular monthly meetings 
which are well attended. 
Kent Hodge (Liberty for 
Nations, Nigeria) greatly 
impacted those at the mid 
year meeting. An alignment 
with the men’s group of the 
Christian Outreach Centre – 
Salamander is seeing greater 
numbers of men and women 
attending their meetings.

The May 2008 meeting with 
Pastor James Jacob (from 
India) was combined with 3 
local churches and is a sign 
that we have favour and 
cooperation from those around 
us. Now the foundation has 
been built on the rock, we 
will see greater impact on the 
community.

Sydney Metro Region 
continues to hold regular 
outreach to the community. 

Parramatta sponsors a 
community breakfast every 
Saturday for “the homeless and 
hopeful” where miracles happen 
on a weekly basis.

Blacktown hosted the May 
2008 Regional dinner with 
guest speaker Peter Achterstraat 
– the NSW Auditor General.

St George hosted the October 
2008 Regional dinner with 
guest speaker Peter Pollock. 
Both meetings were well 
attended.

ACT/South NSW Region 
goes from strength to strength 
with their combined Regional 
meeting in May attracting 120 
guests. The guest speaker on 
the night, Bill Kolikata, shared 
the challenging words from our 
Lord concerning the state of His 
church on earth.

Canberra has also found their 
men’s breakfast every second 
Saturday, is uniting and we 
pray that those in need will be 
lead to their meetings.

North Canberra’s weekly 
prayer meetings have been well 
attended and has seen those 

present moving in the Spirit. 
Their October Regional meeting 
also had Peter Pollock as their 
guest speaker. Over 100 people 
attended.

The ACT Prayer Team and Ladies 
Ministry continue to provide for 
the prayer needs of men, women 
and children of our great nation. 
A summary received from both 
Anthony Connell and David 
Wauchope recently carried the 
same message, “We are seeing 
a new wave of revival – with 
greater unity in the body of 
Christ and gifts of the Spirit”.

County NSW – a recent visit to 
Gilgandra showed a core group 
of devoted men who are willing 
in the Spirit at their meetings and 
outreach to their community with 
a regular Saturday breakfast.

Please note the NSW/ACT 
State Conference will be held 
in the Canberra Region on 6-8th 
March, 09. Keynote speaker 
Danny Nalliah. Please contact 
your Chapter President or State 
Director for an information pack.

JIM BROWN

New South Wales, ACT - State Report

Queensland - State Report

“We are currently 
seeking people prepared 
to step out and expand 
their ministry...”

PETER MONSON
QLD State Director

Where has the year gone? it 
seems like only a couple of 
months since the Convention 
in Geelong. I believe that it is 
true, “time flies when you are 
busy”. 

There has not been much 
time to relax. This is not 
a complaint, the schedule 
has been rather hectic and 
there are many things yet 
to be done. Bernie and I 
paid a flying visit to Mackay 
and Cairns in July, taking 
the opportunity to attend 
AGM’s along the way and 
encouraging the members.

Bernie has the 2009 
State Outreach planned 
- approximately 6000 
kilometres in 14 days. The 
speaker for the 2009 trip will 
be Major Alan Laurens of the 

Southern Command of the 
Salvation Army.

The Men’s Advance held in 
August was very successful 
with approximately 50 
FGB Men gathering for the 
weekend’s ministry led by 
Weston Carryer. 

It was an honour to have our 
National President Bill Sgro 
attend the advance. There was 
a great response from the men 
after Bill addressed the group. 

During October we held 
a special training day to 
reinforce the Original Vision  of 
Demos and to go through the 
Vision Intensified.

Graeme our presenter on the 
day brought us up to speed 
on the changes through the 

ages showing us what has 
influenced peoples’ thinking, 
and hopefully will assist us 
talking with the younger 
generation. 

We are currently seeking 
people prepared to step out 
and expand their ministry 
within FGB, willing to take on 
the role of Regional Director. 

PETER MONSON
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Queensland - State Report

The Geelong Conference Centre was 
a most superb setting. The Centre is 
surrounded by 80 hectares of peaceful 
gardens and parklands yet just minutes 
from the Geelong CBD and waterfront. 
There were over 130 delegates from every 
state and territory in Australia, as well 
as Caesar and Pavalam Wellington from 
Malaysia, and Graham Eagle from New 
Zealand.

The Convention was a spiritual blessing for 
all who made the effort to attend. It was a 
time of great fellowship, anointed worship, 
powerful testimony and teaching, and 
outreach in the community.

On the afternoon of Wednesday April 
30th, members began to arrive and 
register. At night an informal meal and 
a time of powerful prayer and praise 
occurred. The Rev Major Alan Laurens was 
at this opening meeting and a powerful 
anointing was prayed by Alan, over the 
speakers and upcoming Convention events. 

The official opening of the 2008 
Convention took place on Thursday 
morning at the Geelong Football Club 
with former Geelong Mayor, Barbara 
Abley, welcoming the Convention 
delegates to Geelong. 

Col Stringer delivered a passionate 
message at that Civic Breakfast which 
touched all present. After the breakfast, 
we return to the Conference Centre for 
teaching sessions, Ladies’ Luncheon, 
Members AGM and an evening 
Celebration Rally. 

Another full day of events took place on 
Friday with teaching sessions, luncheon 
with Amanda Best and a Convention 
Dinner. The Dinner held at the Geelong 
Football Club was a most emotional 
occasion with Col Stinger sharing about 
mateship. The night finished with a DVD 
on Australian wartime service that brought 
many of us to tears and others forward for 
prayer and commitment to Jesus Christ.

On Saturday, a breakfast and teaching 
sessions with Kul Bal and Jimmy Njino 
took place with the 2008 National 
Convention officially concluding at lunch 
time. Delegates were then free to organize 
their own leisure arrangements on 
Saturday afternoon and evening.

An outreach rally with BBQ took place on 
Saturday night for the public with Guryel 
Ali’s band and Jimmy Njino speaking. 
Over 120 people attended the outreach 
rally and it was a fitting way to end a 
most successful National Convention. 

The three keynote speakers at the 
Convention were Col Stringer, Jimmy 
Njino and Kul Bal. Luncheon speakers 
were Jan Stringer and Amanda Best.

There were also about 15 FGBMFI 
members who shared 10 minute personal 
testimonies during the Convention. The 
teaching and testimony of these most 
anointed speakers built up our faith and 
brought us all closer to the Lord.

The National Board decided that the 
next National Convention would be in 
2010, in two years time. Next year in 
2009, state FGBMFI organizations will be 
encouraged to organize their own 2009 
State Convention. That will allow for an 
outreach event in each of the six states in 
2009 – a most exciting prospect.

A most sincere thank you, and God’s 
richest blessings to everyone who 
supported the 2008 National Convention 
and made it such a successful and 
memorable event. 
God Bless!

Convention
wrap up
The 33rd Australian FGBMFI National Convention, 
which was held at the Geelong Conference Centre in 
May 2008, was a huge success.

by CHARLES ROCKEFELLER
2008 National Convention Coordinator

CLOCKWISE LEFT TO RIGHT: Bruce Walker 
and Julie Walter-Sgro, Jan Stringer, Guryel Ali, 
Alan Laurens, Col Stringer 

Prayer ministry with Jimmy NjinoDavid Klewig
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South Australian - State Report

“Chapter weekly 
prayer meetings in 
various formats are 
now part of most 
Chapters... ”

GEOFF DYER
SA State Director

The greatest thing we can do 
as a Fellowship is put on events 
that encourage members to 
invite the unsaved to hear what 
Jesus Christ has done in our 
lives. Remember, there is power 
in the testimony as Revelation 
12:11 says. That’s why I love 
the fellowship structure, as it 
revolves around the salvation 
message. 

I am pleased to say that all 
of the Victorian Chapters are 
very keen to have regular 
outreach meetings. The Chapter 
presidents and I have made a 
commitment to meet regularly 
and plan events that will reap a 
greater harvest for our state.

We are also looking at ways to 
raise support for each other, like 
Chapters taking a bus load to 
visit with other members at their 
outreach events.

We are looking at training days, 
state men’s functions, bi monthly 

newsletters, and general activity 
and communication amongst the 
members.

Our challenge as a Fellowship 
however is to establish more 
Chapters in our country regional 
areas were there is a real need 
of spiritual hope. 

In the natural you would say 
there is a lot more help available 
to families going through 
tough times on the land, with 
community groups banding 
together to care for their 
neighbours as best they can for 
as long as they can. But there 
are a lot of spiritual needs out 
there also, that are not being 
met in any shape or form. 

Christian leadership from local 
Christian men in their own 
communities’, putting on events 
such as we do, is vital to these 
families facing a grim future. As 
we know its not the visible that 
will help them it’s the invisible 

“My call is to all 
members to seek 
and pray for open 
doors, so we can 
plant new Chapters 
in our country 
communities...”

BILL SGRO
Acting VIC State Director

power of God that’s going to make the 
difference.

My call is to all members to seek 
and pray for open doors, so we can 
plant new Chapters in our country 
communities and give them the 
opportunity we have had for so long. 
Jesus is the answer, they don’t know 
that yet, but when they come to the 
outreach events they will find out.

I would like to thank Ray Hungerford 
from the Goulburn Valley Chapter 
and Mark Bennell from the Waverly 
Chapter for their combined effort in 
running many successful Civic and 
Mayoral Breakfasts in and around 
country Victoria in the past few 
years. This is a great way to establish 
ourselves as a great organisation in 
the community. The more we are out 
there, the more we are accepted as 
part of the community as a whole.

BILL SGRO

Victorian - State Report

State Prayer evening each month 
have alternated between a 
central city venue and a regional 
suburban venue associated 
with a local Chapter. These 
have been a source of much 
encouragement, anointing and 
good fellowship, as well as 
praying for local, state and 
national FGB people, meetings 
and visions.

Chapter weekly prayer meetings 
in various formats are now part 
of most Chapters following the 
recent encouragement from our 
National President and also our 
local Vice President.

Chapter Outreach is still the 
focus of FGB with our mandate 
as Jesus to “seek and save the 
lost” and his instructions to “go 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature”.

We see preaching as 
proclaiming the good news and 
often in the context of the reality 
of God being made evident 
through our testimonies of 
answered prayer and changed 
lives as well as by ministry of the 
Holy Spirit.

Individual Chapters achieve this 
through different means, even as 
Demos’ “Vision Intensified” states 
“infinite variety”.  I see the keys 
as Prayer (John 15:5), hearing 
and obeying the Holy Spirit (John 
10:4) and getting out of our 
comfort zones (Mark 16:15).

Adelaide North East Chapter has 
just held its 2nd Mayor’s breakfast 
at Tea Tree Gully, with over 250 
in attendance. A significant 
aspect was the close relationship 
developed with the local Ministers 
Fraternal, local schools and the 
local business community.

Much credit goes to North East 
Chapter president, Peter Lee, for 
his vision, his wisdom and his 
hard work. A follow-on Business 
Dynamics breakfast is now 
planned for November.

Adelaide East has just had a 
successful camp at Victor Harbor, 
with over 50 Teen Challenge 
persons in attendance, teaching 
on evangelism and also hearing 
God’s voice, and Holy Spirit 
ministry with a good number 
baptised in the Spirit.

Adelaide South Chapter which 
incorporates Healing Heart 
are currently having a Healing 
Technicians Seminar over 3 days, 
featuring Curry Blake who heads 
John G Lake Ministries worldwide.

Naracoorte Chapter is planning an 
outreach at next year’s Lucindale 
Field Days, with a tent to supply 
refreshments, DVD testimonies, 
ministry and witnessing opportunities 
to the thousands of farmers who will 
be in attendance.

Other Chapters continue to hold 
regular meetings with much more 
anticipated as the fruit of the 
increased prayer efforts

SA State is organising an end of 
year get together for members and 
wives, a kick-off training day for 
leaders in February 09, and a State 
Conference for later in 09, likely to 
be around the theme of “Marriage, 
Family, Work, Church and Ministry 
– getting the balance”

GEOFF DYER
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POWER
	 through passion

Our lives will light a path for our families 
and business associates through the 
darkness of financial difficulty, moral 
decay, and despair.  

The book of Proverbs, an outstanding 
book of wisdom, presents many keys to 
living a victorious life despite adverse  
circumstances.  One such key is found 
in Chapter 3 of Proverbs in verses 5 
and 6, which states: “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not to your 
own understanding.  In all your ways 
acknowledge Him and He will direct thy 
paths.”
In identifying three areas of passion in 
these scriptures we will discuss:
1. Passion for relationships
2. Passion for the presence of God
3. Passion for direction

Passion for Relationships
To gain an intimate and warm 

relationship with God we must have 
experienced the cleansing power of 
the blood of Jesus by confession and 
repentance of our sins and asking Jesus to 
come into our heart.

I have found personally that the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, with the ability 

to speak in other tongues, a tremendous 
asset in maintaining a loving relationship 
with God.

A constant hunger for the Word of God 
and the tremendous wisdom it imparts 
to our mind and spirit allows God to 
come close to us.  Learning by heart key 
scriptures is an excellent habit.

A passion for developing a steadfast 
trust in God will lead us to act on the 
guidance and promises of the Bible as 
they are illuminated by the Holy Spirit.

Passion for the Presence of God
The presence of God through the 

Holy Spirit is incomparable.  It brings 
supernatural strength and confidence, 
many times resulting in healing and 
deliverance.

By disciplining our mind to focus on 
God, His power, love and protection, His 
miraculous feats recorded in the Old and 
New Testaments of the Bible, we blot out 
fear and depression.  When we wake 
up in the morning and prior to going to 
sleep, we should honour and thank God 
for his protection and love.  Our times of 
praise and worship should ever recall His 
miraculous deeds and creative power.

Speaking in tongues and spiritual songs 
brings the presence of God and builds us up, 
renewing our mind and strength.  Playing 
cassettes and CDs in the car can enlarge our 
sensitivity to the Holy Spirit.

Passion for Direction
A passion for divine guidance in regards to 

life and business issues will withdraw us from 
media communication that clutters our minds or 
temptations that bring us under condemnation.

Cultivating a spirit of humility that submits our 
thoughts and attitudes to the Word of God and 
the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Talking to God as if he was sitting beside 
you, discussing business, health and relationship 
issues with Him and asking for guidance, 
clarification, and direction.  Expecting God to 
reveal His will in various ways and being alert 
to impressions that could be divine guidance.

Housekeeping your mind by regular Bible 
reading, responding with confession and 
repentance when convicted, will maintain your 
sensitivity to the Lord’s guidance.

Practising discipline in all areas of your life: 
your eating habits, adequate rest and sleeping 
periods, exercise for our physical body, thought 
control over resentment and not forgiving others 
etc., will increase your awareness to God’s 
direction.

Finally, drawing closer to God takes disciplined 
effort, courage, and patience.  At 80 years of 
age, my goals are set to enlarge and enrich 
myself with passion for a closer walk with God.  
Won’t you join me?

Love you all!

Today, we are facing perilous times as 
God allows us to be tested and tried 
in every area of our lives. By drawing 
into God with zeal and passion, we will 
overcome every difficulty we face and 
manifest a supernatural power of God.

TONY BRAIN

A message from the national encourager

South Australian - State Report

“Chapter weekly 
prayer meetings in 
various formats are 
now part of most 
Chapters... ”

GEOFF DYER
SA State Director

The greatest thing we can do 
as a Fellowship is put on events 
that encourage members to 
invite the unsaved to hear what 
Jesus Christ has done in our 
lives. Remember, there is power 
in the testimony as Revelation 
12:11 says. That’s why I love 
the fellowship structure, as it 
revolves around the salvation 
message. 

I am pleased to say that all 
of the Victorian Chapters are 
very keen to have regular 
outreach meetings. The Chapter 
presidents and I have made a 
commitment to meet regularly 
and plan events that will reap a 
greater harvest for our state.

We are also looking at ways to 
raise support for each other, like 
Chapters taking a bus load to 
visit with other members at their 
outreach events.

We are looking at training days, 
state men’s functions, bi monthly 

newsletters, and general activity 
and communication amongst the 
members.

Our challenge as a Fellowship 
however is to establish more 
Chapters in our country regional 
areas were there is a real need 
of spiritual hope. 

In the natural you would say 
there is a lot more help available 
to families going through 
tough times on the land, with 
community groups banding 
together to care for their 
neighbours as best they can for 
as long as they can. But there 
are a lot of spiritual needs out 
there also, that are not being 
met in any shape or form. 

Christian leadership from local 
Christian men in their own 
communities’, putting on events 
such as we do, is vital to these 
families facing a grim future. As 
we know its not the visible that 
will help them it’s the invisible 

“My call is to all 
members to seek 
and pray for open 
doors, so we can 
plant new Chapters 
in our country 
communities...”

BILL SGRO
Acting VIC State Director

power of God that’s going to make the 
difference.

My call is to all members to seek 
and pray for open doors, so we can 
plant new Chapters in our country 
communities and give them the 
opportunity we have had for so long. 
Jesus is the answer, they don’t know 
that yet, but when they come to the 
outreach events they will find out.

I would like to thank Ray Hungerford 
from the Goulburn Valley Chapter 
and Mark Bennell from the Waverly 
Chapter for their combined effort in 
running many successful Civic and 
Mayoral Breakfasts in and around 
country Victoria in the past few 
years. This is a great way to establish 
ourselves as a great organisation in 
the community. The more we are out 
there, the more we are accepted as 
part of the community as a whole.
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Victorian - State Report

State Prayer evening each month 
have alternated between a 
central city venue and a regional 
suburban venue associated 
with a local Chapter. These 
have been a source of much 
encouragement, anointing and 
good fellowship, as well as 
praying for local, state and 
national FGB people, meetings 
and visions.

Chapter weekly prayer meetings 
in various formats are now part 
of most Chapters following the 
recent encouragement from our 
National President and also our 
local Vice President.

Chapter Outreach is still the 
focus of FGB with our mandate 
as Jesus to “seek and save the 
lost” and his instructions to “go 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature”.

We see preaching as 
proclaiming the good news and 
often in the context of the reality 
of God being made evident 
through our testimonies of 
answered prayer and changed 
lives as well as by ministry of the 
Holy Spirit.

Individual Chapters achieve this 
through different means, even as 
Demos’ “Vision Intensified” states 
“infinite variety”.  I see the keys 
as Prayer (John 15:5), hearing 
and obeying the Holy Spirit (John 
10:4) and getting out of our 
comfort zones (Mark 16:15).

Adelaide North East Chapter has 
just held its 2nd Mayor’s breakfast 
at Tea Tree Gully, with over 250 
in attendance. A significant 
aspect was the close relationship 
developed with the local Ministers 
Fraternal, local schools and the 
local business community.

Much credit goes to North East 
Chapter president, Peter Lee, for 
his vision, his wisdom and his 
hard work. A follow-on Business 
Dynamics breakfast is now 
planned for November.

Adelaide East has just had a 
successful camp at Victor Harbor, 
with over 50 Teen Challenge 
persons in attendance, teaching 
on evangelism and also hearing 
God’s voice, and Holy Spirit 
ministry with a good number 
baptised in the Spirit.

Adelaide South Chapter which 
incorporates Healing Heart 
are currently having a Healing 
Technicians Seminar over 3 days, 
featuring Curry Blake who heads 
John G Lake Ministries worldwide.

Naracoorte Chapter is planning an 
outreach at next year’s Lucindale 
Field Days, with a tent to supply 
refreshments, DVD testimonies, 
ministry and witnessing opportunities 
to the thousands of farmers who will 
be in attendance.

Other Chapters continue to hold 
regular meetings with much more 
anticipated as the fruit of the 
increased prayer efforts

SA State is organising an end of 
year get together for members and 
wives, a kick-off training day for 
leaders in February 09, and a State 
Conference for later in 09, likely to 
be around the theme of “Marriage, 
Family, Work, Church and Ministry 
– getting the balance”

GEOFF DYER
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Tasmanian - State Report

FGB has been moving along 
steadily in Tasmania over the 
months that have elapsed since 
my last report.

The national conference was 
well promoted this year and 
it was pleasing to see a good 
representation of members 
from the state in attendance 
at Geelong. Apart from the 
impressive new banners 
that some of us took home, 
I know that many of the 
delegates came away more 
equipped, motivated, and 
inspired to continue doing the 
Lord’s work. Considering the 
speakers we were exposed to 
at the Conference, I hope you 
were one of these people.

On the 13th of September 
we were privileged to have 
one of our national directors 
Rod Winter, speak at our 
state training day which was 
held at Campbell Town. The 
day went very well with some 
good times of worship, and 

several timely papers were 
presented; there were also 
some very good times of 
ministry throughout the day. 
It was evident that the Holy 
Spirit was present and moving 
through the course of each 
session and ministering as He 
was allowed.

One of the challenges we all 
face as Christians in our daily 
lives is trying to maintain a 
close relationship with the Lord 
so that when something goes 
wrong (and we know this will 
happen,) the default position 
we automatically fall back to 
is what we have allowed the 
Lord to build into our lives. If 
we have not allowed the Lord 
to build this strong foundation 
then the standards we fall back 
to are probably our own or 
another person’s, and these 
standards are far below those 
of the Lord. You see, if we are 
involved in FGB then we also 
have this added responsibility 
to this organisation. 

There are clearly certain standards 
and guidelines established by FGB, 
for us to gauge what we do. This is 
for the benefit of the organisation 
so that the standing of FGB within 
the community can be consistent 
and not compromised by the 
frailties of each individual leader. 

You may well ask, “Why am I 
saying this?” Well, as members of 
and leaders within FGB, we have 
a responsibility to be informed 
and learn the basic’s that this 
organisation has been built upon. 
This is the same responsibility we 
have in our daily walk with the 
Lord for if we do not refer to his 
manual, ‘the book of life’, then we 
will not be familiar with how to 
conduct ourselves. It is the same 
for our involvement in FGB; our 
automatic fall back position should 
be the basic standards that this 
organisation has been built upon. 
This is a work in progress for each 
one of us, so we need to regularly 
review the FGB manual and the 
material that is distributed to us.  

DAVID KLEYWEG

“Our automatic fall 
back position should 
be the basic standards 
that this organisation 
has been built upon.”

DAVID KLEYWEG
TAS State Director

“We continue to meet, 
fast and pray to see 
the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit at work...”

DINKO MIOCEVICH
WA Regional Director

We have laboured on many 
fronts over the years since the 
vision for FGBMFI was given to 
Demos Shakarian in 1952 and 
we have seen great change 
in men’s lives, but not by our 
labours, but by the Holy Spirit 
himself.

We continue to meet, fast 
and pray to see the power 
of God’s Holy Spirit at work 
bringing permanent change in 
men. This permanent change 
has brought with it fruit that 
is undeniable in its truth and 
value.

When National President 
Bill Sgro shared with us the 
success of the principle of 
meeting weekly to fellowship, 
train and build the membership 
we put that additional strategy 
in place to meet local needs 
for testimony training, sharing, 
and praying. I believe that as 
it gains momentum, we will 
see men gain the confidence 
needed to share their lives with 
their neighbours, relatives and 
work mates.

In this way outreach meetings 
will become productive as the 
power of the Holy Spirit is set 
free to move on the invited 
guests.

Morning Bible study and 
prayer meetings at 7am 
summer and winter 3 times 
weekly are continuing to 
attract up to 25 men per week, 
and are great times of bonding 
and growing in the word. 

What we have found is 
that because there are 4 
opportunities to fellowship 
each, then work and family 
commitments can all be 
fulfilled, yet each can still 
have his needs met. We look 
forward to continued growth 
and salvations as we pursue 
with vigour every strategy that 
God offers us.

Outreach meetings continue 
in Armadale, Busselton and 
Malaga. Niels Nielsen, John 
Hague and several former NZ 
FGBMFI members working 
in Port Hedland have joined 

together to bring a new unity 
in the body of Christ in that 
town. A dinner will be held in 
November to share the wider 
vision of FGBMFI.  

Busselton members Trevor 
Adams and Graham Smith 
are presently in Cambodia on 
ministry and are supporting 
our members Bart Edwards 
and Frank Woods who form 
part of  Hagar Ministries in 
that region. Reaching out to 
the poor, the orphans, the 
exploited and lost people 
of Cambodia is truly God’s 
work. 

Planning for next years’ 
State Conference has not 
been concluded as yet and 
finding appropriate speakers 
to travel to WA will require 
some additional prayer and 
support.

DINKO MIOCEVICH

Western Australian - State Report
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Before Christianity took hold in Europe 
and England, there was inter-tribal 
rivalry. With Christianity came greater 
unity as some nations worked more 
towards a common goal. In this Nation 
we have a Constitution, agreed to by our 
forefathers, that prohibits the government 
from passing any laws that stop us from 
practicing our chosen religion.

People from many nations have come to 
Australia to start a new life, because it is 
a good and free country - firstly because 
its foundations are on Christianity, and 
also because our shores are open to 
people of other faiths. 

People full of their own self importance 
think they can do things in their own 
strength, ability and even military power. 
Countries with leaders like that are 
in a mess. If we don’t wake up in this 
nation we will end up the same way. 
2 Chronicles 7:14, “If my people will 
humble themselves and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from there wicked 
ways, I will hear their voice and forgive 
their sins and heal their land.” 

Enter the prayer breakfast event. 14 
years ago in Toowoomba, Queensland, 
a Mayoral Prayer Breakfast was held; 
this year 1400 people attended the 
Annual Breakfast there. Another on the 
Gold Coast has grown to 1000 people 
attending - only limited by the size of the 
venue. 28 shires around Queensland 
held prayer breakfasts last year.

John Dona sends 
greetings from Alice...

Another year has nearly 
gone and as Christmas 
approaches, everyone 
gets busy... including 
our Chapter. In the rush 
let us not forget the true 
meaning of Christmas: 
God’s gift to fallen man: 
His Son, our Saviour.

We are preparing to take our van to Carols 
by Candlelight on the 7th of December. All 
profits will be donated to the local Salvation 
Army Christmas Appeal. Last year over 
$2000.00 was raised.

On the 12th of December we plan to join 
in the Christmas celebrations in the mall, 
handing out Voice tracts and selling hot roast 
beef rolls.

On the 3rd of January we will be holding 
our New Year Family Breakfast. Over 100 
people attended last year. The money raised 
will assist a local Christian family in financial 
difficulty.

Our Chapter has its monthly breakfast on the 
first Saturday at 7am finishing by 8:30am. 
During the year we have a Ladies Breakfast, 
Father/Son and Father/Daughter Breakfast 
(for those whose son/daughter isn’t local you 
adopt one for the day). Our Chapter is also 
supporting two World Vision children.  

Sth NSW  Report
Queanbeyan is the only active Chapter 
in the region and has been recently re-
started with Michael Welsh at the helm of 
this Chapter. I had the pleasure to speak at 
the August Dinner, lightly attended, but it 
included 2 unsaved men.

The Lord was certainly present and I was 
pleased that God deposited divine seeds. 
Michael is a man of prayer and has 
committed himself to establish the Chapter 
as God leads.

On the 1st October, yoked with the Canberra 
Region, we held an Outreach Meeting at 
the Don Bradman Function Room, Manuka 
Oval in Canberra, having Peter Pollock as 
our guest speaker. We had over 100 people 
present including 4 or 5 Pastors and 6 or 7 
unsaved people.

The feedback was very positive with hearts 
profoundly impacted including one man 
released from some demonic oppression.

ANTHONY CONNELL
Regional Director - NSW Sth

The People of this Nation
Need a Reality Check  

VICTORIAN STATE CONVENTION to be held 
in Geelong at the Geelong Conference Centre in 
the Eastern Gardens from Friday 26th to Sunday 
28th June 09.

The keynote international speaker/healing 
ministry /evangelist will be Weston Carryer from 
New Zealand. Weston Carryer commenced Zoe 
Evangelistic Ministries many years ago and is in 
great demand to minister all around the world. 
He has nine volumes of booklets full of healing 
testimonies’ – each booklet contains 40 different 
testimonies of people healed at rallies where he 
ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit. Weston 
conducted a most successful men’s retreat for the 
Queensland State FGBMFI men in Toowoomba 
back in August 2008. 

This is a once off opportunity to come to a most 
exciting and anointed Convention. It is open to 
all men and women both in the Fellowship and 
outside the FGBMFI Fellowship. Costs will kept to 
a minimum and will be sponsored by the Victorian 
State account in order to allow as many people 
possible from Victoria and neighbouring states to 
attend.

In 2005 I attended a Mayoral Prayer 
Breakfast in the Gold Coast hosted by 
the Lord Mayor Ron Clarke where 650 
people attended. Keynote speaker was 
John Anderson the then Deputy Prime 
Minister.

Mayoral Prayer Breakfasts have now been 
held in Shepparton for 3 years. This year 
there were 3 in this area; one in Wakool 
Shire NSW, one in Greater Shepparton 
and one in Echuca for the Electorate of Rodney. 

In January 2006 I approached Councillor 
Jenny Houlihan, Mayor of Greater 
Shepparton, with the Prayer Breakfast 
event concept. Jenny got right behind 
the idea and on October 3rd 2006, 
108 people attended our first Greater 
Shepparton Mayoral Prayer Breakfast. 
Keynote speaker was Peter Pollock. Peter 
had such a powerful testimony, that 
people were in awe and some even had 
tears streaming down their faces.

On August 8th 2007, 98 people attended 
with Major Alan Russell Laurens. This 
year on October 9th we ran the third 
Annual Mayoral Prayer Breakfast with 
all surplus funds going to “Leading from 
Within”, a counselling service for families 
that have lost someone through suicide. 
This organisation was nominated by the 
Council. On October 10th the Echuca 
inaugural Prayer Breakfast was held with 
Paul Weller MP, Member for Rodney. All 
surplus funds going to Chaplaincy funding 
as nominated by him.

by RAY HUNGERFORD

Tasmanian - State Report

The Conference will begin on the Friday with a 
public rally at the Geelong Conference Centre. 
On Saturday at 9am, Weston will be leading 
a teaching seminar and at 7pm there will be a 
public healing rally. The conference continues 
on Sunday and finishes at 12 noon.

The cost of the Conference will be kept to only 
$60 per person, which includes registration, 
morning tea on Saturday and lunch on 
Saturday. Accommodation at the Conference 
Centre is $120 per room twin share, which 
includes morning breakfast for two. Dinner 
meals at the Conference Centre can be pre 
booked at $25 per meal. 

PLEASE ENCOURAGE CHAPTER MEMBERS 
AND FRIENDS TO COME TO THIS MOST 
EXCITING CONFERENCE. FOR BOTH 
MEN AND WOMEN – A MOST SPECIAL 
EVENT – BE BLESSED, ENCOURAGED AND 
EMPOWERED BY THE LORD.

Ring Charles Rockefeller (03) 52296911 for 
registration details
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Welcome...
FGBMFI WEBSITE
The Australian FGBMFI website www.
fgbmfi.org.au has been gradually updated. 
Please have a look at our website and take 
notice of the updated Membership and 
Merchandise sections. 

On the home page you will be able to 
download this December 2008 copy of 
the Vision Magazine. In the Membership 
section, you can download the latest 
Membership Application form. 

State Directors are encouraged to email information on Chapter and 
State FGBMFI functions to Joy Sgro at the National Office. Joy will then 
email the information to the website coordinator. 

PROMOTIONAL PAMPHLET
It is exciting to announce that a new Australian FGBMFI 
promotional pamphlet called “Men on the Move for Jesus” 
has been produced and printed.  It is a great promotional 
pamphlet to give to people interested in wanting to know 
more about the Fellowship. These pamphlets are of no cost 
to the Chapters of the Fellowship.

BOOKSHOP
The bookshop has a stock of new car window stickers with the FGBMFI 
logos for $2 each. There are out of date foreign language Voice 
Magazines which Chapters can have at no charge. Please phone the 
office for details, or visit the Merchandise Section of the website to 
download the bookshop order form and pricelist.

NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM
There is a real need to update the National Office computer system. 
Some of the present computer software and hardware is now a 
decade old and quite slow and inefficient. The computer program 
which looks after all Membership and Chapter records is also in great 
need of updating. The National Board is asking the Membership of 
the Fellowship for financial gifts towards the computer update appeal. 
Financial gifts can be sent off to the National Office. Our computer 
update appeal target is $6,000

JOY SGRO
Office Administrator

New Members

NSW/ACT
Chris NOCHOLLS, Albury/Wodonga
Neil COLLINS, Albury/Wodonga
Ernst-Michael KATALINIC, Albury/Wodonga
Richard LUCAS, North Canberra
Frederick YAPP, Parramatta

QLD
Bernard CAMPBELL, Cairns
Derek PARKINSON, Gold Coast
Charles KING, Gold Coast
Phillip SEARLES, Mackay
Stephen LECKENBY, Mackay
Wayne RYAN, Mackay
Geoffrey FISCHER, Noosa

SA
Edward LYNCH, Adelaide North
Dudley KUCHEL, Naracoorte

TAS
Paul BARRINGTON, Hobart
David PAUL, Hobart

WA
Stan BURGIN, Busselton

NT
Jim DALES, Alice Springs

VIC
Jason SANTOSPIRITO, Geelong
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of God and live. And so, as I moved my face into the radiance that 

surrounded His face, He moved — and all His Glory moved with 

Him. Directly behind Him it opened out into a brand new World 

— green pastures, a crystal clear stream, rolling green hills to my 

right, mountains in the distance, blue skies above, to my left fields 

interspersed with trees and flowers. As I looked at the grass in front of 

me I could see the same light that was on the presence of God was 

radiating throughout this entire creation, totally untouched by man, 

perfect creation. And in my heart I knew I belonged here, that God 

had created me to live here. I knew I was home.

RETURN?

I was just about to enter in and explore when God stepped back in 

front of me and asked me this question, “Now that you have seen, do 

you wish to step in or do you wish to return?” I thought, I don’t want 

to return. I wish to step in. I have no one to go back for and no one 

has ever loved me, all they’ve ever done is manipulate me and try to 

control me… I have no one to go back for, so I wished to step in. But 

God didn’t move, so I looked back behind me to say goodbye to the 

world, and standing behind me, in my vision of the front of the tunnel, 

was my mother. 

And as soon as I saw her I knew that there was one person in my 

life that had shown me love, and that was my mother, and that she 

had prayed for me every day and tried to show me that this was the 

way. In my mind I thought, if I a
m dead and I did choose to step into 

heaven, what would my mother think? Would she know I made it or 

would she think I went to hell — because she knew I had no faith? 

I realised that it could break her heart and that she would have no 

reason to believe that God had heard my prayer in the ambulance 

and forgiven my sins. I thought, how can I do that to my mum, it 

would be so selfish, so I wished to return. 

God then spoke to me and said, “If you wish to return — you must 

see things in a new light.” I understood that to mean that I must begin 

to see through His eyes of love, peace, joy, forgiveness, from His 

heavenly perspective, not my temporary earthly perspective. Looking 

back towards the tunnel again I now could see a vision of all my 

family, and thousands and thousands of other people. I asked God 

who all these people were, and He told me that if I didn’t return then 

many of these people would not get a chance to hear about Him.

I told God that I didn’t know most of them and I didn’t love them, but 

that I loved my mother and wished to return for her. God spoke to me 

and told me that He loved those people and wanted them all to come 

to know Him. I asked God how could I possibly return back down the 

tunnel and back into my hospital bed. He spoke and said, “Son, tilt 

your head. Now feel the liquid drain from your eye. Now open your 

eye and see.” Immediately I was back in my physical body.

BACK TO EARTH

As I opened my eye, I was lying back on a hospital bed with my right 

leg elevated, cupped in the hands of the young Indian doctor who 

had been trying to save my life. He had a scalpel or some sharp 

instrument in his hand and he was prodding the base of my foot like 

a dead piece of meat. He wasn’t aware that I was looking at him. I 

thought, what’s that man doing with my foot? What is he doing with 

that knife!? At the same time something seemed to spook the doctor 

and he quickly turned his head to see my right eye open, looking at 

him.

Terror struck his face and I got the distinct impression that he had 

just seen a dead man looking at him. My eye wasn’t moving much 

and I could see the doctor thinking to himself that perhaps he had 

hit a nerve in my foot and caused the corpse to twitch, and that he 

had the evil eye looking at him or something. As for me, I was trying 

to grapple with what I had just seen. Did I just see God? Has He just 

given my life back? As I lay there, I heard the voice of God say, “Son, 

I have just given your life back.” I said, “If th
at is true God, could you 

help me to tilt my head to the left and look out of the other eye?” as 

I was getting sick of looking at the doctor’s terrified face. Strength 

came back into my neck and I opened my left eye to see a whole 

bunch of nurses and orderlies standing in the doorway looking at me 

as if the dead had just risen. As my eye locked onto theirs they began 

to jump backwards out of the doorway. From what I can ascertain I 

had been dead for a period of some 15 minutes. I prayed to God that 

night and asked Him to heal me and enable me to walk out of the 

hospital. That night God completely healed me and enabled me to 

walk out of the hospital the next day. 

I asked God what I had become, as I found my entire life was 

changing for good. God told me I was a reborn Christian and that he 

wanted me to read His Bible. I had never read a Bible and had never 

heard about being born again. Over the next six weeks I read the 

entire Bible. I have never been the same, and believe that I saw our 

Lord Jesus Christ in His Glorified form (Rev. 1:13–18).

FURTHER INFORMATION:

The Story of

IAN McCORMACK
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I slipped down to the back garden, away from everybody and 

said this simple prayer.

What had started out to be a very ordinary day became 

the greatest day of my life. Conversions do not come more 

suddenly than this and my life was never to be the same 

again. I was a growling lion who had been changed into a 

lamb.

I’ll never forget this moment, there were no bells, trumpets 

or lightning flashes, but there was a distinct awareness of a 

giant burden being lifted from my shoulders. I sobbed like 

a baby, it was the sobbing of a child who had been trying 

to take on the world on his own, trying to satisfy those self 

consuming, never ending goals and yardsticks.

Before my conversion I had done things my way. I was 

conditioned to the world’s value system and could not see the 

forest for the trees, right from wrong, or light from darkness. 

But those few life changing moments in my back garden 

opened my life to the truth that, “Jesus is the way, the truth 

and the life”.

From that moment on, my life began to change until I gave 

up my business, tucked my Bible under my arm and set off to 

preach the gospel – the good news of Jesus Christ.

Today God has called me to travel the world and share my 

story and preach His Word.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

Peter Pollock is bringing the Word of  God 

to all people with the same passion and 

commitment he displayed as a cricketer. 

Never content with the mediocre, he has 

discovered in his relationship with Jesus Christ 

a new depth and meaning in the disciplined 

drive that characterizes his life.

From that time on, I was a different man and a 

different athlete. Every great race and performance 

came AFTER that total commitment. I ran with 
God’s presence and power within me, and it was 

glorious. He gave me everything I needed. He 
replaced my weaknesses with His strengths. The 

greatest moment in my life was not receiving the 

Olympic Bronze Medal, or winning the Fukuoka 

International, or the World Games, it was that night 

I walked forward at the crusade and gave my life 

totally over to God.
A few years later I discovered the Full Gospel 
Business Men’s Fellowship International where 

I experienced the wonderful baptism of the Holy 

Spirit, which opened up new spiritual areas in my 

life. 

I believe He did more in me than I could have 
ever done myself. After those great sporting days, 

I succeeded in virtually everything I attempted 
- business, home, family, church, etc. Then, after 

over 30 years of marriage, the bombshell came 

and my marriage crashed around me. My wife left 

me and I was traumatized to the uttermost. I hardly 

slept at night, filled with remorse, tears, repentance 
Full Gospel Business Men’s 
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FURTHER INFORMATION:

The Barry Magee Story

From that time on, I was a different man 
and a different athlete. Every great race 
and performance came AFTER that total 
commitment. I ran with God’s presence and 
power within me, and it was glorious. He 
gave me everything I needed. He replaced 
my weaknesses with His strengths. The 
greatest moment in my life was not receiving 
the Olympic Bronze Medal, or winning the 
Fukuoka International, or the World Games, it 
was that night I walked forward at the crusade 
and gave my life totally over to God.A few years later I discovered the Full Gospel 

Business Men’s Fellowship International 
where I experienced the wonderful baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, which opened up new spiritual 
areas in my life. 

I believe He did more in me than I could 
have ever done myself. After those great 
sporting days, I succeeded in virtually 
everything I attempted - business, home, 
family, church, etc. Then, after over 30 years 
of marriage, the bombshell came and my 
marriage crashed around me. My wife left 
me and I was traumatized to the uttermost. I 
hardly slept at night, filled with remorse, tears, 
repentance and forgiveness, but no wife. 

Then God healed my broken heart and 
wounded spirit, through the ministry of friends. 
Eventually He gave me a second chance at 
marriage and sent a wonderful woman, named 

Heather, to be my wife. We’ve been together 
for seven years now. Together we travel to the 
FGBMFI chapters in New Zealand, speaking and 

giving testimony of God’s saving grace. We see 

many people commit their lives to Jesus Christ, 

be healed and set free. Praise God.Today I believe there is nothing in this world that 

we can depend or rely on except God Himself. 
I have no medals that will take me into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Only the blood of the Lord 

Jesus Christ can do that. Christ is the greatest 
prize of all. I am so grateful that He lifted a boy 

who was a nobody and transformed him into a 
somebody for His glorious Kingdom.

These powerful testimonies are available 
in packs of 50 for $13.75 + postage

TESTIMONY TRACTS
At present, the bookshop has 
11 different testimony tracts in 
stock, which cost 30c each. The 
three new 2008 testimony tracts 
are of (John Shaw, Chris Wallace 
and John Szilard). The Bookshop 
also has 12 different USA Voice 
Magazines each costing $1.

NATIONAL BOARD
Bill Sgro, National President (M) 0411 035 102 
Bernie Gray (H) 07 3800 5361 
Rod Winter (H) 08 8251 7112
Charles Rockefeller (M) 0425 721 154.

STATE OFFICES
NSW - Jim Brown (M) 0418 234 692
QLD - Bernie Gray (H) 07 3800 5361
SA - Geoff Dyer (H) 0417 819 993 
TAS - David Kleyweg (H) 03 6431 5367
VIC - Bill Sgro (M) 0411 035 102
WA - Garry Pratt  (H) 08 9405 1374

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL OFFICE
Joy Sgro, Office Administrator
P: 03 5229 6911
E: mail@fgbmfi.org.au
W: www.fgbmfi.org.au
Office open Monday to Friday 9am - 1pm.

CONTACTS

VIC
DANDENONG
FRANKSTON
GEELONG
GOULBURN VALLEY
MAROONDAH
PAKENHAM
PENINSULA
TRARALGON
WAVERLEY

NT
ALICE SPRINGS
TENNANT CREEK

QLD
ASPLEY
BRISBANE
CAIRNS
CENTRAL HIGHLANDS
CHINCHILLA
FASSIFERN
GOLD COAST
GRANITE BELT
NOOSA DISTRICT
REDLANDS
SUNSHINE COAST
TOOWOOMBA

WA
BUSSELTON
MALAGA

SA
ADELAIDE EASTERN
ADELAIDE NORTH
ADELAIDE NORTH EAST
ADELAIDE SOUTH
GAMBIER
NARACOORTE
ONKAPARINGA

TASMANIA
HOBART
LAUNCESTON
NORTH WEST COAST

NSW/ACT
ALBURY/WODONGA
BALLINA
BLACKTOWN
CANBERRA
GILGANDRA
NORTH CANBERRA
PARRAMATTA
PORT MACQUARIE
PORT STEPHENS
QUEANBEYAN
ST GEORGE
SUTHERLAND
SYDNEY CHINATOWN

Phone 1300 765114 
to connect with a Chapter near you

VOICE MAGAZINESAIRLIFT
OUTREACHES

OUTREACH
MEETINGS

MAYOR PRAYER 
BREAKFASTS

BUSINESS
DYNAMICS

TESTIMONY 
TRACTS

LEADERSHIP 
EMPOWERMENT

PRAYER

Introducing the 9 ministries
of  the Fellowship...

We gladly welcome the 
formation of new Chapters

Please partner with us!
If you would like to become involved in 

this dynamic worldwide ministry – Please 
request a membership application from a 

local FGBMFI Chapter officer.
248 RYRIE STREET, GEELONG VICTORIA 3220
P: 1300 765114 or 03 5229 6911 F: 03 5229 6811
EMAIL: mail@fgbmfi.org.au www.fgbmfi.org.au

PARTNERS IN 
EVANGELISM

.au

FULL GOSPEL BUSINESS MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
INTERNATIONAL AUSTRALIA

FGBMFI BANNERS
The National Office has fresh stock of the 2 new 
FGBMFI banners. One is over 2 meters long 
with “His Banner over Us is Love“ in bold print 
and costs $220. The other is a smaller rostrum 
banner with the FGBMFI logo and costs $90.

These banners are great for Chapter meetings and Chapters are 
encouraged to use both where applicable during functions. 

Home To Glory…
Launce COPOCK, WA State
John PEVERILL, Waverley
Ivan BLENKIRON, Adelaide South


